
3 o a, RIGA.,, the capital of Latvia and an old Eanse Town, was 
one of the most Important Baltic ports, It is on the eastern 
F 1 ® Orrine (Daugava) River and had a population of 
3 ® 5 »9 00 J - n 1939 ° RIdA ia in the southern corner of the Culf 
of Riga , which is enclosed and divided from the Baltic lea bv 
the Estonian islands of Qesel (Ssaremaa), Dagoe (Eiiumaa), 
and Moon (I!uhu). Ona deep water fairway, the strait of 
Irben, south of the Island os! Oesel, leads to the Bay of Riga,. 

]?° nJEMAHCTSUUE otter harbor, located near the mouth of 

the Dvina (Daugava; liver or. an island formed by two arms of 
the Bolderaa ( Bullupe ) River, 7 knots downstream from the city, 
had a population of 37,00,0 ?.n 1937 1 ' 

To-ai-d the end of the vur the port facilities an^ ihany other 
. . important buildings of RIGA, w ®re heavily damaged, ”ost of the 
quays, sheds, warehouses, and other facilities were destroved- 
f ai available information indicates that most of the damage ' 
had been repaired by the eijd of 1943, All repairs are sche- 
duled for completion in 194 9,, 
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’The total 1937 port tra.fi ic ^as £, 368,000 tons , including 
inports of 1,0£1,000 sbwt-t tons and exports of 1,342,000 
short tons* 

The following table shorn* the exports- imports handled in 1937: 


Exports (in short tons) 

Timber and i '-ood products 
drain 

Flax, henp 

Butter 

T"*>at 


Imports (in short tons) 

Coal , coke 441 , 000 

Fertilisers 36 ,000 

ITetal and machines 32,000 
Oil (fuel and 

Diesel) 15,000 

Sugar 13 * 0°0 

1,562 vessels of 913,000 het registered tons entered the port 
in 1936 * 7;o figures on present port traffic are available * 

-\ccording to rough estimates, tie 1948 traffic totaled 
1,100,000 short tons of imports and 640,000 short tons of 
exports. 


457,000 

41.000 

10.000 

16,000 

3,000 


a high 

"Soviet and p olisn craft* 


percentage of incoming vessels tM ere 

I'ost of the cargoes of these vessels ,,f ere Industrial jpro* 
ducts and equipment tl at had leen dismantled in the Soviet 
Ton© of Oerii.nny. Tron ore from 7h r e de n arrived on Swedish or 
: ornogian vassals . Foodstuff -3, ^hioh ^ere usually stored 
in the cold-storage building/*, <”ere imported on Danish vessels* 
Some perishable cargoes ^ T ere laden aboard Swedish or or-’egian 
vessels for transsl ipnont ths next day, rather than being 
stored* 

Apparently there is no real commercial traffic at this time* ( 
■to timber or ^ood-product exports ^ere observed,, ihe pre- 
war TT e nlth and importance of DXGA wars* based on these exports,* J 

Because DXGA is located on the inner the nort naval 

facilities are of minor importance* The main approach to the 
oort is under strict control of -Soviet patrol and escorting 
craft * According to some reports, the standard route through 
the Strait of Irben is lighted by searchlight stations on 
both sides of the coast* 

The Qes el island allegedly has been strongly refortified. The 
main V-missile and rocket launching base is said to be located 
there. The inhabitants have been evacuated and the -’hole island 
is a restricted and heavily garrisoned area. Strohg fortifica- 
tions ^ith 2?eavy artillery are under construction. 

The habor .facilities of TIGA and form one it. 

They consi 3 t of a series of c:uays and open basins on both 
banks of the Dvina Diver or on river arms and tributaries. 

There are numerous shoals or snail islands in the sandy channel 
of the river -’hick is- 3D0 to 400 meters -ias* .a channel <*’Ith 
a death of 8 to 10 meters hat been dredged from the mouth up 
to the city. It is a dredging problem to maintain the pres- 
cribed depth, because silt continually *t jnouth of the river* 

There is no information as to whether or not the necessary 
dredging equipment is still available* 
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a. Tha approach to ?TGA from the Baltic lea into the r ’ulf 
of ' iga is ’’ell buoyed and lighted. It is a difficult pas- 
sage and careful navigation is required. 
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The main approach leads through the Strait of Irben (Goerve 
' ere S j:o to the still existing danger of ground nines two 
standard #?xitcv arc prescribed according to ’TTIRERI (Inter- 
national '{outing and leporting Authorities) of 2 July 1948. 

These are the "am and the ‘southern Approaches'*. These 
routes join at a point 4 knots north of the Tikelhoka 
lighthouse, at the entrance to the Strait of Irben. A£ier J»ssing the 
iatfesfc gftfcrahce -there -is only one tnune-free route through the strait. 
Shipping is earned to avoid night navigation on these routes. 

The maximum admissible draft on these routes is 10 meters. 

The northern approach road through the I'oon Sound (liuhu 
Vaerie) is navigable only by coasters and therefore is not 
mentioned in this report. TTo standard route is prescribed 
through the Gulf of Riga on depths above 40 meters. The 
route proper begins 12 nautical miles off tho coast. This 
buoyed route leads to the harbor entrance; the lowest depth 
on the bar outside the Duena south is 8 meters. 


Two moles enclose the mouth of the river, ’’hioh offers no 
difficulties to navigation, ^ilots, who usually embark near 
the approach buoy, are compulsory. Pilots may also be sta- 
tioned outside the Irben Strait to guarantee safe navigation 
on the standard route. 

b. There are good anchorages on the Duenanuende roadstead. 

These are from 14 to 22 meters deep and have safe holding 
grounds ’.'rest, of the approach buoy. They are not protected 
against westerly winds and vessels anchored there should 
maintain steam (17). 

There are excellent anchorages, 9 meters deep, located inside 
the moles on the eastern side of the river between 'agnusholn 
(I'angalsalas Ciems) and Rinusoh (ftinuzi ) (16 } . 

c. ’"eather conditions usually fall to affect port operation. 0 . . 
There is no tide. The water level depends only on the direction 
of the wind. There may be a 3-neter rise above normal harbor 
depth during, the break-up of the ice. 

Ice conditions: Ice in the Gulf of Riga mokes ’’inter naviga- 
tion to RIGA difficult. SuCh navigation depends exclusively 
on ice conditions in the Strait of Irben. The icing of thi3 
strait usually begins in mid-January and ends in April. Navi- 
gation usually can be continued throughout tho ’••Inter if 
icebreakers are used. 


Icebreakers are used to keep the Dvina liver open throughout 
the entire -’inter. These craft, formerly stationed at the 
port, also assisted vessels to and from the Baltic 3ea, It 
is not kno-’n Aether these icebreakers are still stationed 
there. 

d. The coast along the whole Gulf of Riga is low, sandy and 
partly wooded. Duo to the sandy beach and the shallow water 
almost all of the coast is accessible for landing, craft. In- 
dividual descriptions of Oesel, Dagoe, and I'oon islands ’‘’ill 
be forwarded later. 
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3 • Terminal Facilities 

a, T ) ie rs and '"harves 

‘Phe total quayage is a pprox imately 10,000 meters* "ost of . 
tij® quays -"are (“astroyed at the end of the ’"ar. Between 
1945 and 1.948 they '’ere renal red or completely rebuilt and 
ax a now no tier a u.a<i wuitaole for all class Baltic type vessels. 

i:ii3 most i; icortant basins or quays are described below in the 
order of their geograrhioal location upstream fron the mouth 

of to.© river: 

The DUTH-Arur; *de ( d/JJGATORIVAJ Farbor (map ref. "o. 1) is an 
open, artificial basin, located on the southern bank of the 
river. Just north of an old fort (2). It is about 180 meters 
-ide, COO meters longhand haB a dredged depth of 8 meters. It 
is formed by fr’o concrete moles. There are quays with a total 
length of 1,400 meters and modern facilities. This basin is 
closed to commercial shipping, since the Soviet naval Base 
is located there. llTs, nine-sweepers, and escort vessels are 
stationed at this base. 

The ’ 'inter Harbor < s 3), the basin west of the Duenarauende 
Ilarbor, is accessible only via a cut through the western 
mole. Tjv to 300 small craft can be kept there during the 
winter. The northern part is 4 meters deep, while the 
southern part has a depth of only 1 meter. One shipyard 
(20), suitable for shipbuilding and repair of small wooden 
craft, is located there. 

The I'uehlgraben Harbor (riljp-avja Caurtoka) (4) is located 
on the eastern bank of the river, about 2 knots upstream fron 
DUE ITAf TBUZTDE . Hodern quays and other facilities have been 
constructed there on the southeastern bank of a side arm 
of the Dvina liver. These are 2 knots long and are dredged 
to a depth of 10 meters. This arm connects Lake 'Stint 
(Kisezers) (23) with the Dvina liver. There are quays with 
a total length of 1 ,500 meters . On the northern bank there 
is a shipyard' f5) , and on the southern bank a superphosphate 
plant (6 ) and z, -nine depot of the Soviet Havy. 

The Hed Dvina ( Sarkandaugava ) (7) is another arm of the 
Dvina Diver, extending in a southerly direction. Only the 
northern part, -’here there is a depth of 8 meters, is navi- 
gable. Its southern part Is 2 to 3 meters deep and only 
rafts can use it. 

A reconstructed railroad and road bridge, north of the chemical 
plant, connects the Tuehlgraben Harbor with the city (8). 

The Export Guay and the Export Basin (9) are the northernmost 
quays of IIGA. This quay, 1,850 meters long and 8.4 meters 
deep, is located on the eastern bank of the river. On the 
southern end there is an open basin "’ith a modern quayage of 
950 meters and a depth of from 7.2 to 8.6 meters. Up to 16 
vessels can load or discharge there in one line. There are 
repaired sheds or warehouses and a completely rebuilt cold- 
storage building. 
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Quay to the 

t e ... - . ■ Rn ‘ l ha ® « «®Pth of 8 neters. :..5t 

ar ' i . hs coal loading facilities 

«’v{ . s' ... " u . ooal has to be handled ”'ith the 

Z?U end <* this quay there Is a 

r\..Zn — 7. ii°?2 ' '? 3 ? d by tVBS and other 

, .... . ‘r ia the .Andreas I’oln (Andre la 

— — " i-r-OHsn,-. industrial plants on It (11). J 

ls\ fi£) i located' south of the .Andreas Quay 

is x , !.».,*rs s.m. r , and has a depth of 8 neters Ho ,•„* 

thfs a quay, 13 aVailable on the P^sent status and'use of 

IfllfpaiwSEsSiar 

s»*s srs^tSL?- r1 ™'- *-”• — «• ***-!,* 

tsr- 

The Wohlenhof (Voleri) Dan ( 19 ). 

SM*S^S."° a >‘«' « ■"•to. cranes,.. 

Eor details, see Annex 2. 

conn 0 ct r the r city -ith^he t ’Mitau r iub^rb.'' j3r ° e TlVeT bridres 

JSXSt £ iSflr- *— “*»• «— destroyed, buf ‘Ire 

The construction of a new wooden ’bridge was berun in i «44 
It vias completed in 1945. This new bridye (14) is sltn«+»s 
farthest downstream. The location of this bridre as e S^d 
on the attached map, though not confirmed, isvery probable? 

GMbin i ?8)I Wth ® r railr ° ad and ” oad blld ^ OVOT Muehl- 


c. 


Mechanical liandllnr Facilities 


0 ? S fofn l\t e cranes ’"ere destroyed during the war. By the end 
JL S 4 L tIley ' ere replaced by cranes dismantled in Germany 
or by new cranes from the U.’5A and t’pper lilesia. ^ 

According to available infornation^the quays are served bv 

and P r?.^- :ieE ° f vari ? us *yi»a. several ^onve?or beJta, 
nd 2 floating cranes -ith a lifting capacity of 15 tons each. 

lhis equipment seens to be adequate for present traffic. 
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^ orf- t. ‘»--r -^r%v 4 . risll shipyards, suitable for 

skip .< ■ r v» s »ull craft in. the nort area. 

• u<>v- : "re-- -r, : ? : 0 T.r:«.- tre^e shipyards are still in operation* 

’ au.v 7 .ad ot, jWEftAV«UENIffi Harbor itself. This was 
rr i.y i.isv h 'v ; ;. : ;ck Exchange Committee’ 7 * The pre- 

in-: ov r rci.,-i \ ny&rd is unknown,- but it can be assumed 
t.; .i •« i !iy h&j.onr.s to the Soviet Kavy* Its canaeity was con- 
3 Meraolg enlarged during recent years. Floating docks are 
available . their number and lifting capacity are Unknown. 

Soviet --^arshins up to the size of destroyers are repaired 
there* 

The ^Id Shipyard’ ( 20 ) , located in the nort hr e 'stern corner 
of the Winter Harbor, has probably been merged ’* T ith the shifrard 
Already fcenti^ad * A slipway GO meters long and 12 meters "’ide* 
suitable for vessels up to 1,000 tons, is available* Three 
iwc~story buildings are under construction there* 

* 11 x 6 scheduled capacity of these combined shipyards waa not yet 
reached by the end of 1943 * many ne' fl buildings and other 
installations were still under construction at that time* 

The shipyard at the Muehlgraben (5), was formerly a branch 
enterprise of the F* 3chichau Shipyard, ELBI’IG* Its* present 
name is unknown, but it is reported for the time as teiagthe 
dockyard of the Latvian coastal patrol service. After the 
war its capacity was considerably enlarged. Besides several 
workshops, a new 1 , 000 -met erelong concrete quay resting on 
piles has been built* In 1940, about COO to 900 men ^er© 
employed there* Toward tke end of that year the German Ws 
1,T ere withdrawn* The building of warships was possibly begun 
at that time. There ax’e at least two German floating docks 
with a lifting capacity of 5,000 to 4,000 tons; and t*'<> slipways, 
10 to 12 meters ^ide, on -hioh seagoing tugs ’’ere constructed v 
after the war* The machinery is modern and w as dismantled in 
Germany* A steam power plant serves the dockyard. 

A mechanical workshop, tie so-called T 7 3ritF (the meaning of 
this abbreviation could not be determined), was built in the 
shipyard area* In nid-1948 the buildings and other installations 
were not yet completed * Reports received do not make it clear 
whether engineering or motor workshops or a 'new branch of the 
shipyard is under construction there* If the latter should b© 
correct, it ”»ould mean that the repair shipyard is being con- 
verted into a shipbuilding yard, suitable for construction of 
all class vessels of the Baltic type and of ^arshipSo 

ill the shipyard gates are under strict military control* A 
new barracks building for the guard company has been erected 
in the shipyard area. 

The r? 3udr>~Renont fcadaskoi Andres Jteony Gavany ^ 1 is a small 
sliipyard, located at the northeastern end of Andreas Quay ( 10 a ) a 
It is suitable for hull and machinery repairs of all class 
vessels. There were 250 men employed in 1945/46* The shipyard 
has no dry^dock* but only a slip i,? ith a capacity of 100 tons 
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a " ! and yiarehouges 

S nnn a ! stopa G® ' capacity amounted to a floor space of 
loO.OOO square neters. No information has been received o • 
tne extent of the repair, work performed and the capacity of 
the presently usable sheds and Warehouses. There are several 
ner? large, modern sheds under construe tlon« 

The storage capaoity equals the present turnover. 

sil ° a capacity of 20,000 tons is on the 

-v sc port Quay „ 


5. 


c. One cold-storage building, mifth a capacity of 16,000 
tons is on the Andreas Quay. It is not kno"’n ether the 
cold-storage building, ”>ith a capacity of 13* 000, tons on 
the jixport Quay has been repaired and is no-’ usable. 


d» Ample timber storage space is available on both banks of 
the Dvii^. River and the Red Dvina, 


ffaaffio Facilities 


a. Railroads 

Clearance facilities are excellent ’"ithin the nort area. An 
tue quays have adequate railroad sidings, There are t v, o 
shunting yards near the Andreas’ Quay and north of the main 
freight station. The Muehlgraben Auay is connected ’’ith the 
shunting station by a single-track line. The DTnsSAWTS’WKE 
harbor is connected <’ith the city by a ruilroad. Soviet gav e© 
tracks radiate inaLl directions from the innortant ”IGA 
railroad junction so t licit th& Dort lias a particularly 
favorable traffic location. 


b » Roads 


toads •'-’ithin the port area are adequate. The so-called ’Export 
road runs parallel to the qjiays from the Export iuay to the 
center of the toym. Through-roads go via psr,0\ to the north 
and via ! "ITATJ ( X'iLGAVA ) to the south and east, Second class 
roads branch out from IIGA in all directions. 

o , Inland Watery/ays 

The Dvina Hiv^r is navigable for barges for approximately 12 
kilometers upstream from the city. From tiers it is navigable 
only for rafts as far as IAC0B3TADT (JSKABPIL’S (150 kn), due 
to river rapids. 
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are located at the ' uehl- 
connected ’*?itk the quayside 
reports „ large underground 
Forest (ITeza ^ark3){S2) 

Their capacity and purpose 


There is a large coal dump of unknown capacity at the Andreas 
Quay e(10 ) Q Vessels bunker alongside the "uay ^'ith the help of 
conveyor belts or barges* /mother coal dump is opposite the 
Export Quay on the western bank of the rr-ver* 


c 0 Water 


V'a>er supply from municipal points on quays or ^ater boats 
is adequate * 

do Electricity 

The municipal paver plant » on the Andres Folm (Andre j& ,'3ala) 
(11)* ^vas destroyed during the ^ar* A new norer nlant has 
been built on the sane site ™ith four boilers and three 
turbines* Its exact capacity is unkno™n> 1’Liere is a steam 
paver plant at the Muehlgrabeno 

7* Security T!eaaure3 

The area of the Export Quay is surrounded by a Slt^neter high 
fence and is strictly guarded by the Soviets* 


2 Annexes: 1. F arbor map (photostat) *^ith numbered 6bje cts 
2* List of harber facilities^ 
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map 


1 - Duonamuen&e Harbor 
Daugav.gr iva Harbor 


.Location on water front 

Purpose for which used 

Type and construction 
Dimensions 

Depth of water aiongsj. de-mLW 
berthing space available 
Did th of apron 
Deck above 
Conditions 

Transit sheds *** description 
materials handling facilities 

railway connections 
Vehicle access 
remarks 


First basin on the southern 

side of the river* near the 

southern mole 

Formerly general cargo* now 
naval base of the Soviet 

Davy 

,3 tone surfaced moles 

b-side 350 m 

W-sicle 850 in. 

8 - 8*5 m 

approx. 1,400 ja 

100 m 

Unloxovm, probably 2*5 - 5 m 

Usable 

Done 

Unknown, probably 2- cranes* 
cap,, 20 t each 

2-3 tracks on both moles 

adequate 

Closed to coi-mercial purposes 


** 2, ~ 


-rnn ~y*-- "* I 
l -1 
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^uehlgraben Harbor - 4 

ullgravia Court, oka 


Locat ion on water front 


River arm on the eastern side 

apprwe 2 sm (slcf nautical miles?) upstream 


Purpose for which used 


Type and construction 


Diuenslons 


Coal and oil facilities. 
Timber loading- ^ shipyard 
on the northern, side 

Concrete quay on piles 

i.L~side i 9 01 0 ul 
LL-side 3,500 m. 


Depth of water alongsido-LLs* 
Berthing space available 
width of apron 
Deck above jl/LL 
Conditions 


? * 6 xa 

1*500 ta on the OL-eide 

j.oO m 

<h 5 - 5 m 

,iu new quay 
:>i-r side unable 


Transit sheds - description side 15 sheds with 15,000 

Dupe y;p ho s > i i a t e plant at 
\*hc northern ertCl (£;< jjiple 
berth used by rafts in . the 
l.ote Duotxn (ha ^kandaugave. ) 

Late rials handling facilities 'Unknown, probably 1 - 5 t 

crane, oporated by hand 

h. a oict-3, branch line 
B 4 s ;! d e , ;• di s id lags 

adequate 


Railway connections 
Vehicle access 


ne&u&rks 


'i he Lushlgrabea shipyard is 
cu the LL side ?,5)> 
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UOo 9 - Export Quay 


uiverside quay on the 

eastern bank of the- river, 

approx 3 se (sic; nautical niles?) dcmitreem 

from the Itehlgraben 


jrurpose for which used 
'i l ype and construction 

Dimensions 

Depth of eater alongside HELV 
Berthing space ava liable 

Width of apron 
Deck above hLW 
Oondit ion 

transit sheds - description 

materials handling fas ill tie 

railway connect i oas 
Vehicle access 

remarks 


General cargo 

Concrete or granite , partly 
wooden quay 

1,950 m at the southern end., 
open basin with 950 m quay 

7cB - 8*6 m 

1,850 m and 900 m, total 
3,^50 xa 

Don© 

3c5 - o m 

Approx o 1,000 m have boon 
reconstructed , the rest is 
under com true f on 

‘14 sheds, tot a . cap,, 55 000 
sqm 

1 cold storage building, 
cap. :u%C0C sqm 

5- new sheds, cap * unknown 

2 \ Diesel electr* cranes, 

cap. 45 t each 
8 electr cranes on rails , 
cap,, IV t 

1 4 e Is ;tr - c ra : i c~ o c n ro Us } 

t s v 

5 eieotr , cranes on rails . 
cap o 3.5 t 

uaiiroud Mdii, a, on tue 
quay a-ri cetwe ra the shads 

excellent read connection to 
the city 

This is the most modern qua? 


* 4 - 
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Ho e 10 - Andreas 4uay 


Location on water front 
purpose for which used 
Type and construction 
Dimensions 

pfcptli ©f water alongside~mLV 
Berthing space available 
t/idth of apron 
Deck above LLL 
Condition 

transit sheds - description 

materials handling facilities 

railway connections 
Tehiele access 
^vcxcarlcs 


Dext quay to ilo* 9 

General cargo , bunkering 

Concrete on piles 

900 m 5 at the southern end, 
open basin, used by tugs 
and harbor craft 

8 jii 

900 id 
^one 

<i 1* b "" O E 

lisable, repaired 

1 grain silo, cap. 20*000 t 
Lany sheds, number and cap* 
unknown . 

simple cool stocking space. 

Several coal grabs, cap. 
unknown * 

Conveyor belts for the 
loading of coal 

itailroad sidings on the quay 

Adequate, highway to the city 

There is a power plant era 
various industries on the 
-taidreas ilolm (11), 
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CENTRAL I1JTSLLIGEHJE AGEI3CY 

* 5 - 


A rac 2 


**&p : Do « and Earner 

Location an water front 
purpose for which used 
Type and construction 
Dimensions 

Depth of water alongside ~ML$ 
Berthing spaco *7ailable 
Vidth of spron 
Dec& *oovq 
renditions 

Transit sheds *« description 
Laterials handling facilities 
railway connections 
Vehicle Recess 
•vOmarks 


Wo* 12 - Custcet ^uay 

gouth of Do* 10 
General cargo 
Granite surfaced quay 
1 ? 000 meters 

cl lusters 

1,000 m 

Wane 

2*5 - 5 m 

Present status unknown 
9 sheds, cap* 18,000 sqm 
Unknown 

2-5 tracks on the quay 
adequate 

This quay is bounded on the 
south by the new bridge (14). 
Unknown whether this quay 
is still in use and has 
been rejoined* 

'3 


- 6 • 
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-IIGZ'T - 1 


CENTHA1 ITOLW AGENCY 


mm. 2 


25X1 A 


map ».ef. U o « and Name 


Location on water front 
JAirpoae for which used 
Type and construction 
Dimensions 

Depth of water alongside-Lli; 
Berthine space available 
Width of apron 

Deck above l.LW 
Conditions 

Transit shods - description 
materials handling facilities 
kail way connections 
Vehicle access 
iieiaarks 


No..- 13 - Town 4uay 


Oouth of No. 12 
Passenger traffio 
Granite surfaced quay 
1,100 m 
7 - 6 m 
1,100 m 

None, the use of this qu#y 
is limited 

2<>5 - 3 m 

Present status unknown 

None 

bnknovm 

None 

adequate 

This is the oldest quay, 
probably not in use for the 
time being. 
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